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Oral Language
The Fire Station
This oral language activity involves discussing the picture of the fire station in the activity book on page
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94. It may be used as preparatory work for the corresponding Aistear unit on ‘Emergency Services’, it both develops vocabulary as well as introduces possible scenarios for role play.
 Encourage pupils to look at the picture in pairs and identify what they see.
 Next, encourage the children to pose their own questions based on what they can see.
 It is recommended that the teacher only asks some of the questions given below, as giving pupils the opportunity to discuss the picture amongst themselves, the children will actually answer most of the questions without the teacher having to direct and over structure the questioning.
Questions – The Fire Station
Where is this? Who works here?
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What do firefighters do?
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If your house was on fire, how would you get the fire brigade to help? What phone number do you call? [999 / 112]
What happens in the fire station when someone rings asking for help? How do the firefighters know there has been a fire?
How do they all get to the fire truck quickly?
What must they do before they get to the fire truck? Why, do you think, do they wear helmets?
Why, do you think, do they wear special masks?
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Oral Language
Do you think they just wear normal jackets to keep themselves warm? What special job does their jacket do?
What equipment do they need in the fire truck to fight a fire? [Ladders, hoses, buckets, fire extinguishers, etc.]
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Have you seen a fire extinguisher before? Where? Do we have any in school?
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What does a fire extinguisher do?
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Do you think firefighters carry a tank of water on the fire engine? Where do they get the water to put out a fire? [Fire hydrant]
Do firefighters just help put out fires? What else do they do?
 Rescue people from car crashes
 Rescue people from collapsing buildings
If you rang 999 or 112 what would the operator ask you?
 What is your emergency?
 Do you need the fire station, Gardaí or an ambulance?
 What is your name?
 What is your address?
If we were to pretend to have a fire station – what might we need? Can you explain why we might need each of these items?
 Plastic firefighter hats
 Firefighter costumes
 Section of hose
 

 Buckets
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 Some rope
 Cushions and blankets
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 Telephones
 Clipboards
 Pens
 Paper
 Bell
 Posters informing people of the number to dial in case of an emergency
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