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Early Christian Ireland

ABOUT HISTORY
We ol belong tofamiles and our amilies have ahistory.
Chot with somebody older in your amiy about your
famiy tree. Who s the oldest person inyour extended
fomily? Parents? Grandporents? Great grandparents? Do
youshare your Christian name with anyone inyour family?

acTivity

= Find out where the nearest Celic Christan it s to
‘where you Uve. Investigat fthere ore Celi crosses or
sories about local saits ottached to this ancient .

RECALL
Do you remember any of the nformation that Colm
shored with his American relatives about the biblicol
scenes displayed on the High Cross at Moone? Why do you
think Celic High Crosses were colled preaching crosses?

GIFT OF FAITH
When you have completed your Celic High Crossn class,
You may wish to give this beoutful work 05 gift to an
odultin your family who enjoysstorytlling.

“THIS WEEK IN SCHOOL

You are invied o think about:

- Celtc High Crosses

+ St Kevin of Glendalough

+ How cons help people
connect with God

Monastery: a bulldng or
buildings occupied by o
community of monks.

Monk:a member ofarelgious
community of men Uving under
the vows of poverty, chastty
and obedience

Oratory: o small chapel used
for private worship.
Hormit:aperson lving a
solitary lfe so that they can
focus theirattention on thelr
relationship with God.

Pone o o High Cross
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FOR MEMORISATION

Comharthana Coise
I ainm an Athar, agus
an Mhic, agus on Sporoid
Nooimh. Aiméan.

Gldirdon Athaie
Gloir don Athar,

Agus don Mhac,

‘Agus don Spiorad Noomh.
Mar abhi o this,

Mar ot anos

Agus mar a bheas go bréch,
Le'solna saol. Améan.

ABOUT ST KEVIN
s young man St Kevn ef his parents’ home nar
Dublin and went of into the Wicklow Mountains i search
of peace and quiet. He arived In Glendolough. Kevin
setled there and soon many o the wild animals
became his companions, There ore several legends.
that el of Kevi'sinteractions with the animals,
inclucing one about an oler recovering Kevin's
proyerbook from the lake and another about
a blockbird nesting n is hand. St Kevi spent
much ofhis e in proyer and he was known
o stand i the deep waters ofthe lake and
chant the palms with orms outsretched.
Many hermits and monks poy with arms
outstretched, as a reminder of Jesus on the
Cross.

People began to visicGlendalough to see
where Kevin lived. Kevin would return to
s cove 0 that he would'tbe disturbed,
Over time, many young men went to
Glendolough and wanted to velike Kevin
Eventually Kevin bul a arge hut where he led
them inproyer. In time, Kevin's hut become
‘amonastery, which ncluded a school, @
chapel and & house for sick people.

By the time of Kevin's death, the moncstery had
become one of the most impressive n Ireland. A round
tower was bulon the grounds. Today it stl stands os
one of the best examples of a round tower In Irelond. St
Kevi's feas day s celebrated on 3 June.

The poet Seamus Heaney wrote a poem called St Kevin
and the Blockbi'.Here are some verses from that poern

=

And then there was St Kevin ond the blockbird.
The saint s kneeling, orms stretched out,inside
His cel,but the cel s narrow so

One wrned-up polmis ot the window, sff
Asa crossbeam, when a blackbirdlands.
And lays n ¢ ond secles down to nest

A
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THIS WEEK DID YOU KNOW?

The children explored the richness of the ancient Christian
tradiion n Ireland. They heard some stories about the
Ufeof St Kevin. They experienced praying wich an con and
they researched High Crosses

There are many signs that.
Chrstaniy hos been in
Irlond for a long, Long time.
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Sings the evening hymn.
Invitation to Pray
Loving God, Father of ol
people o il ages, bless allour
ancestors. Keep them in your
loving care. Continue to bless
those people whohelp us keep.
our foith i you, especally
when U s difcult, We ask
s through Jesus Chrst our
Lord. Amen.

Bo patient
Be patient with people and
animals toshow you cae for
them.




